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Plummer's 77 Corinthians in the "International Critical Commen- 
tary" 1 is one of the most needed and one of the best numbers in the 
New Testament section of this series. II Corinthians is a very difficult 
letter to interpret, and the author of the present work candidly states 
that he has no new solutions to offer for any of the numerous problems 
presented by the epistle. But he has carefully compiled current opinions 
and passed critical judgment upon them. As illustrating his conclusions, 
chaps. 10-13 are taken to be the main portion of the severe letter men- 
tioned in II Cor. 2:3 f.; 7:8 f. which had been dispatched between the 
writing of I and II Corinthians. But II Cor. 6:14 — 7:1 is not, as has 
sometimes been supposed, an insertion in its present context. The 
question whether Paul visited Corinth between the writing of I and II 
Corinthians is answered affirmatively. The offender of II Cor. 2 : 5-10 
is not to be identified with the sinner of I Cor. 5 : 1 f . but with some other 
person who had defied either Paul or Timothy, but more probably Paul. 
The opponents whom the apostle resists in the Second Epistle are not a 
continuation of any of the parties mentioned in I Corinthians but are 
new arrivals, a band of traveling Hellenistic Jewish-Christian mission- 
aries who ascribed the moral laxity of some of the Corinthian Chris- 
tians to Paul's abrogation of the Jewish law. Between the time of 
writing the first and second letters Paul's thought about the resurrection 
is believed to have undergone a slight change. At first he had fixed 
upon the judgment day as the time for clothing the soul with its proper 
spiritual body, but as the Parousia was delayed and the possibility of 
the apostle's own death became more imminent he came to believe that 
the soul would receive its appropriate spiritual embodiment immediately 
after death. 

The formal arrangement of the commentary is the same as that of 
the earlier volume on I Corinthians. A new English rendering of the 
epistle section by section is followed by an explanatory paraphrase, and 
to this is added a detailed exposition of the Greek text phrase by phrase. 
Textual, lexical, and grammatical data, and the opinions of other inter- 
preters, particularly of the ancients, are noted. The whole forms an 
excellent compendium of information arranged along the lines of the 
usual commentary. But the author makes little or no use of data from 

1 A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians. By Alfred Pluramer. New York: Scribner, 1915. lviii+404 pages. 
$3.00. 
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the Hellenistic setting of Paul and the Corinthian Christians as a means 
of illuminating the content of the epistle. 

Wohlenberg's commentary on I and II Peter and Jude in Zahn's 
Kommentar zum Neuen Testament, Band XV, 1 is a model of German 
conservatism in the treatment of critical problems. The traditional 
position is defended throughout. I Peter is thought to have been 
written from Rome early in the year 64 and to have been intended 
mainly for gentile readers in the territory mentioned in the opening 
sentence of the epistle. Although Peter was the author, the task of 
actual composition was performed by Silas who had been so long asso- 
ciated with Paul that Pauline coloring in the language of I Peter is not 
surprising. Moreover, Peter may be supposed to have had a knowledge 
of Paul's epistles. The composition of II Peter is placed about a year 
before that of I Peter. It was written from Antioch, originally in Hebrew 
and was sent to Christians in Galilee. The Epistle of Jude, written by 
the brother of Jesus, is dated early in the seventies. The author used 
the Hebrew original of II Peter and wrote to the same community to 
reinforce the earlier admonitions of that epistle. The main body of the 
commentary is devoted to an exposition of the Greek text. No attempt 
is made to lighten the reader's task by the help of a fresh translation or 
free paraphrase. As exemplifying the author's treatment of interpre- 
tative difficulties, we may epitomize his discussion of the passage which 
speaks of preaching to spirits in prison (I Pet. 3:18-20). The natural 
meaning, to the effect that Jesus between the time of his death and 
resurrection performed an evangelizing mission in the lower world, is 
rejected in favor of a strained interpretation designed to conserve tra- 
ditional teaching regarding the impossibility of repentance after death. 
Accordingly, Christ must have preached to the spirits in prison before 
they went to prison. In other words, the pre-existent Christ preached 
to the Noachian sinners through the mouth of Noah shortly before the 
latter entered the Ark. This interpretation is typical of the method 
employed throughout the commentary, which in other respects is a 
substantial and scholarly piece of work, to bring first-century thinking 
into line with the orthodox wing of German Lutheranism. 

Shirley Jackson Case 
University or Chicago 

1 Der erste und zweite Pelrusbrief und der Jtidasbrief, ausgelegt von G. Wohlenberg. 
Leipzig: Deichert, 1915. lv+344 pages. M. n. 



